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THE PROJECT

Located in Melbourne’s Southbank Arts Precinct, Melbourne 
Theatre Company opened its purpose-built performance venue, 
the Southbank Theatre in January 2009 after years of planning. 
The principal home of the MTC, the Southbank Theatre was 
designed by ARM to be noticed and to reflect the creative and 
innovative programming of Melbourne’s oldest established theatre 
company, the building functionality was planned through a highly 
engaged and collaborative process to meet specific rehearsal and 
performance requirements of the Company.

Steeply raked seating creates an intimate performance space 
in the Sumner Theatre which incorporates a flexible stage and 
advanced stage technology that allows MTC to present the entire 
gamut of theatre – from large scale spectacles down to tightly-
focused dramatic performances.  The Lawler is a flat-floor studio 
with modular seating allowing for versatile configurations. The 
complex includes the 500-560 seat Sumner Theatre, 150 seat 
Lawler Studio, Ground and Level 1 Foyer Bars, Ticketing, and Script 
Bar and Bistro.

The project included the planning and relocation of Melbourne 
Theatre Company’s administrative headquarters-MTC HQ 
including workshops, rehearsal, administrative and café spaces 
to the nearby the Southbank Theatre and the design, operator 
procurement, fitout of Script Bar and Bistro. 

OUR ROLE

As part of the project team, The Maytrix Group worked closely 
with MTC and ARM from early planning to Theatre opening to 
deliver well planned and integrated hospitality areas. Strategic 
infrastructure planning ensured a flexible and functional areas.

Procurement planning aligned with project delivery dates so 
operator appointment and the design and fitout of Script Bar and 
Bistro aligned with the opening program for the Theatre in 2009. 
The Chris Connell designed Script Bar and Bistro was embraced 
by members and theatre audiences, with demand driving the 
extension of dining area in 2012.

The Maytrix Group documented and managed the procurement 
process and the design, planning and delivery of the dedicated 
bistro space to optimise the area, functionality and align to the 
creative vision for the Southbank Theatre.

CLIENT: MELBOURNE THEATRE COMPANY

SOUTHBANK THEATRE

Considered planning and attention to detail from concept to delivery allowed for seamless 
hospitality from foyer bars to dining for the $55m Southbank Theatre, the principal home of 
Melbourne Theatre Company
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Drum Theatre

State Library Victoria

http://themaytrixgroup.com.au/TMG-TS-MRC.pdf
http://themaytrixgroup.com.au/TMG-TS-SEC.pdf
http://themaytrixgroup.com.au/TMG-TS-DrumTheatre.pdf
http://themaytrixgroup.com.au/TMG-TS-SLV.pdf

